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Ohlin similarly explained gangs in terms of culturally prescribed high aspirations
(Muncie 1999: 163). Another example of a subcultural explanation of delinquency is
that by Miller (1958). He hypothesizes that delinquent behaviour by members of the
lower class is motivated through a positive effort to achieve status and conditions or
qualities that are valued within their cultural milieu (Miller 1958: 5).

In defining delinquency most subcultural theorists focus on the lower classes.
Subcultures were viewed as negative groupings that motivated youth to engage in
delinquent behaviour. Matza (in Hagan 1991: 569), however, argues that teenage
subcultures are also found in upper classes and could sometimes curb serious
delinquent behaviour. This could be because subcultures provided the youth with an
opportunity to experience acceptance and status from their peers. Kaplan (1975: 87)
agrees with this statement and adds that delinquent subcultures provide the adolescent
with an opportunity to engage in activities that are rewarded and through which a

positive self-attitude could be gained.
2.2.3 Control theory

The control perspective views delinquency as a consequence of a lack of internalising
normative controls, a breakdown in established controls and/or a conflict in rules or
social controls (Elliott et al. 1979: 280-283). Control theorists thus agree that
delinquent behaviour is a direct result of weak ties to the conventional normative
order. Hagan (1991: 567) seems to agree with this control theory and found in his
studies that adolescents who are less controlled by parents, and have little
involvement in their communities are more likely to be involved in delinquent acts.
The most important contributions made to control theory is that of Hirschi (see Van
Aswegen 1988: 33) who viewed the individual as bound to the conventional order,
and saw the lack of commitment to a conventional social order as a possible reason
for offending. Reckless (see Van Aswegen 1988: 34) on the other hand viewed
positive self concept as insulation against youth crime. Warr (1993: 248) cites the
work of Sutherland and Hirschi who argue that parents who spend time with their
children may reduce the likelihood of delinquent behaviour, either by reducing the

time spent with delinquent peers or by maximising their effect as positive role models.

According to Schurink (1994a: 48) their studies show that adolescents who are not
“attached or bonded” to their families are more likely to associate with delinquent

peers and therefore also get involved in criminal behaviour. Schurink (1994a: 48)
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