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writers claim that this is “the timeless pattern of International Relations...” (Neumann

& Waever, 1997:12).

The 1960s and 1970s were dominated by increasing criticism of the then dominant
realist paradigm. The brunt of the criticism was not methodological but was directed
against the realist’s image of the world. Orthodox realism has a very cynical outlook,
preoccupied with power, the denial of the possibility of progress and a blindness
concerning other actors beyond the state and other issues beyond the political-military
sphere. This criticism triggered alternative conceptions of the international system.
Conceptions such as regional integration, transnationalism, interdependence and a
pluralist system which allows for at least the recognition of numerous sub-state and

trans-state actors in international politics (Neumann & Waever, 1997:13).

The third debate did also not lead to a clear-cut victory for any one side, but
realism lost its dominant status. Although Marxism also became prominent, the
greatest debate was between the realists and the liberals. Realists and liberals
continued to see different realities and tested their theories against different material.
In the late 1970s a more scientific form of realism labelled neo-realism emerged. Neo-
realism differs because it was no longer argued from the basic premise of human
nature. The main premise now was the anarchic structure of the international system.
Liberal theory underwent a parallel development. It also became more general in its
interpretation of the international system. “During the 1980s, realism became neo-
realism and liberalism became neo-liberal institutionalism. Both underwent a self-
limiting redefinition towards an anti-metaphysical, theoretical minimalism: they

became increasingly compatible” (Neumann & Waever, 1997:18).

This compatibility of neo-realism and neo-liberal institutionalism led to a number
of direct attempts to arrive at a synthesis of the two theories. Both theories had a
shared willingness to operate on the premise of anarchy. The main difference between
the theories now was the difference between absolute and relative gain. Attempts at
synthesis led to approaches such as regime theory, co-operation under anarchy,
hegemonic stability theory, alliance theory, trade negotiations; Buzanian security
analysis can also be located in this field (Neumann & Waever, 1997:19) These new
approaches, though still very state-centric, did allow more room for the inclusion of

non-state actors in the study of international politics.
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