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islands east of New Guinea contain about 80 species, and New Caledonia
has some 45 species. Madagascar, Southeast Asia, New Guinea and New
Zealand include only a few species each (Rebelo 1995). The south-western
Cape alone hosts more than 330 species grouped into 13 Cape-centred
genera. Ten of these genera are endemic to the region (Rourke 1998).

South African Proteaceae genera include: Aulax Berg., Brabejum L., Diastella
Salisb., Faurea Harv., Grevillea R. Br. ex Knight, Hakea Schard.,
Leucadendron R. Br., Leucospesmum R. Br., Macadamia F. Miill., Mimetes
Salisb., Orothamnus Pappe ex Hook., Paranomus Salisb., Protea L., Serruria
Salisb., Sorocephalus R. Br., Spatella Salisb. and Vexatorella Rourke (Rebelo
1995). Grevillea, Hakea and Macadamia were introduced, and have

subsequently become naturalised within this region.

Only four of the 13 southern African genera are also represented outside the
CFR, namely Faurea, Leucadendron, Leucospermum and Protea (Rebelo
1995). More than two thirds of the Protea species are, however, confined to
the southern tip of Africa, and more than 130 species are found in the

Caledon region alone (Oliver et al. 1983).

The Proteaceae is considered to be an ancient family (Carpenter et al. 1994;
Johnson 1998); in fact, some authors believe that it is one of the oldest
angiosperm families on earth, dating back to at least 140 million years
(Rebelo 1995). The basal position of the Proteaceae in the angiosperms has
long been suspected (Chase et al. 1993; APG 1998) and modern
classification systems seem to confirm this placing (Stevens 2002). Along with
the orders Buxales and Trochodendrales, the Proteales (including
Nelubonaceae, Plantaceae and Proteaceae) appear as an unresolved basal
polytomy in the eudicots. This position thus excludes them from the more
recently derived eudicots clade. The estimated age of the genus Protea is
about 36 million years (Reeves 2001). Reeves (2001) also concluded that the
diversity of the Protea species in the CFR may be due to high coexistence of
species that diversified over a long period of time, rather than a recent and
rapid radiation of this lineage. This implies that any organisms that are
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