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could, even if only in my thoughts. After matriculating from high school I enrolled at the
University of the Western Cape (UWC). Initially I had ideals of a career in science or a
paramedical profession, like pharmacy or dentistry, as these were fairly fashionable career paths

at the time and I therefore enrolled for a Bachelor of Science degree.

The period that I was enrolled at the University coincided with a strong rise in the black
consciousness movement (BCM)? in South Africa. BCM meetings and student council
electioneering dominated political activity on the campus. Issues around the policy of apartheid
and how it enabled the suppression of African values and customs were high on the agenda. The
South African Students Organisation (SASO) dominated the political spectrum at UWC and
controlled much of the political activity through the student representative council. My second
year at university coincided with the 1976 national uprising in the country and the University of
the Western Cape became embroiled in the political crisis. Action at the University took the
form of lengthy student boycotts of classes that were characterised by violence and chaos on the
campus. It was the first time that I came face to face with the might of the state. There was a
strong police presence on the campus and they were involved in baton charging, tear-gassing
and even shooting students. Many of my fellow students were arrested in this process. Those
who elected to attend classes did so under police protection. The academic year was in a
shambles, with only about four months of classes having taken place. For me it seemed a year
lost, a year wasted, but it was a year in which I learnt much and which had a strong impact on
me. The national uprisirig in 1976 strengthened my resentment of the policies of the regime in

power at the time.

My experiences of the violent attempts at suppression of the uprising at the university made me
aware of the lengths to which people would go to cling to power and enforce ideologies and
policies. The message that a “sound education was a weapon against oppression and
suppression”, which was spread during my high school career, rang strongly in my memory.

The next two or so years at university were also characterised by sporadic boycotts and
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