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2. STUDY AREA

2.1 Location

The field study was undertaken at De Hoop Nature Reserve, centred on ca 34°27’S;
20°26’E (Figure 3), situated in the southern region of the Western Cape Province, South
Africa. De Hoop is located approximately 260 km east southeast of Cape Town and 60 km
east of the town of Bredasdorp, and covers an area of + 40 000 ha (De Hoop Management
Plan, 1987). Towards the west the reserve is bordered by the Salt River which terminates
in the De Hoop Vlei, to the north by a ridge of limestone/sandstone hills and Potberg
Mountain, to the east by the low hills of the Potberg range where the reserve nears the
estuarine section of the Breede River, and to the south by the Indian Ocean. It also
includes a marine reserve, extending three nautical miles seawards (De Hoop Management

Plan, 1987) - see Figure 3.

2.2 Geomorphology

The reserve is divided into five biogeographic regions/ major habitat complexes (not to be
confused with the vegetation types in Figure 4): (i) coastal plain, (ii) coastline, (iii)
limestone hills, (iv) De Hoop vlei and (v) Potberg mountain (Scott, 1986). This study will
mainly focus on the coastal plain, although some of the other habitat types may also have

direct relevance on the results and will be referred to where necessary.
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http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/ogp/papers/varekamp.html.



http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/paleo/borehole/core.html.













































